Focus on F]anet Earth Fresents

FaPua New (suinea with Michc]e Westmor]an&

Octobcr 17~-%0,20i10

We]come!! ] am thrilled you have chosen tojoin me on the adventure of a lifetime.

FaPua New (suinea is one of the most Fascinating and diverse island nations in the world. This
newsletter is to help you begin the PIarming» and to let you know l am alwags available for any
qucstions you may have.

First of a”, hats off to Davicl and the staff at Focus on F]anet E_arth! Thcg have detailed many
of the items for travel to FNG that you need to be concerned with thoroughlg. But as a Pho~

tographer, ] have my own tricks up my sleeve.

A \/\/eighty Thing:

Some PcoPle say l come with a lot of baggage. ch, but not the tgpe that a Friendlg theraPist
can deal with. Austra]ian airPorts are very strict about ]uggage S0 ] rea”y encourage you to
carcFu”y think through your wardrobe and e uiPmcnt. l have, on occasion, got }39 with my camera
cquiPment wcighing more than what’s allowed. Howcvcr, ] am a!wags PreParec{ for them to tr.

to take the bag away. You know that Photo vest that you dread wcaring because of the troPi~

cal heat? Wearit. ]t is the fcrfect P]acc to off load some lenses and other Picccs and parts to

reduce the overall wcight of the camera bag. ] use a LowePro ro”ing comPuter for 2 camera
bodies, some lenses, laPtoP comPuter and accessories. ]t will be ovcrweight and many times the
just ignore it but if they clon’t, ] stuff all ] canin my Photo vest. Whilc traveling in FNG, ] will make
every attcmPt to help everyone get through with as few Problems as Possible, and without taking
out the credit carcl, but ] cannot guarantee that if there is an over-
weight issue, payment can be avoided. ] do know some wonderful

= PcoPle who work for the airlines and theg are usua”g most hc!PFul.

Clothing and Fersonal ]tems:
] love all the clothing designed todag for the adventurous traveler.
ZiP~01C1C Pants and !ightwcight fabrics are a must, both for washing
and clrging quicklg for reclucing the weight. l will bring onlg enough
to have one set laundered while ] wear the other. ] also Forget

L about ma‘cing a fashion statement and when it comes to maice~uP,
it’s onlg enough so l dor’t scare anyone. No hair drycr, curling
irons -just a pony tail suffices for this triP.




(Camera [ uiPment:

Because | sj—»oot cligi’ca“g, it will be necessary for me to bring my ]aPtOP‘ T hat doesn’t mean
ou have to if you have a small device to store images. And you will shoot a lot of images.

[t would be hclPFul to me if you could alert me to the kind of cquipmcnt Yyou use now. That

way | have time to make suggestions. We will be Photograpl—ming evcrgtlﬁing from insects to

lanclscapes, so check the toys you have now and see if you should add sometgﬂing to the

collection. | will add a couP!e of items if space allows that we can share, such as a diffuser or

reflector.

55 the way, I'm sure you're dging to know — | shoot (Canon. | carry the Fo”owing major cam-
era items:

Two (2) - bodies; 16-35mm zoom lens; 100 ~400mm £5.6 image stabilized lens; 24-70mm
f2.8 !ens; 2x telcconver’cer; 1O0Omm macro; Flasl—r; four (4) 8gb & 1 6gb micro drives Plus a small
external hard drive to back up all my images; carbon triPod with ball head; circular Polarizer
and neutral clcnsi’cg filter FLUS all the small items requirecl for proper c]eaning; recl—large~
able batteries and chargcrs. l may even bring the 500mm 4+ lens for birds of Paradisc.
]Fgou use AA batteries that are not recl—xargeable, consider the lithium AAs.Tf'\ey are

somcwhat exPensivc but last muc]ﬂ longcr.

Lancl of Adven’cure:

T his is one of the most amazing Placcs on tl—lcﬁo[anet. The c}ivcrsitg is unPara”e!ed and all

oFgour senses will be stimulated bcgoncl belief. As we travel to each location, we will see
tl—lings onlg a small number of cople will ever experience. Tufiis acoastal Paraclise. The
turquoisc water, the verdant forests and the warm inhabitants will make our stay here memo-
rable. T he fjords (actua”y rias) of (Cape Nelson are stunning so expect lots of beautiful
lanclscape PQIOtOS‘ T he locals, ProPcrlZ called nationals, are warm and beautiful. T he facial
tattooing on the women is remarkable. | et me know if you want your very own traditional
tattoo — it can be arrangecl! Of course, it’s done with local sago thorns so | don’t expect too
many will be on the sign~uP sheet.

K umul will dcligl’lt us with some of the most unusual insects and magica] forests. Our vi”age
visit will make you fully understand the big differences between coastal and mountain tribes.
And let’s hope nature allows us the Privlcdge of Plﬁotograpl—ring one of the majcs’cic spccies
of birds of Paraclise. Jtisa simplc !oclge -~ think mountain cabin. T he food is healtl’lg but

basic - Plentg of chicken.




The Lae area in Morobe Frovince will Provide an oPPortunitg to CaPture Photos of sPeCies we
may have missed at the other locations. lee botanical gardens and aviarg are quitc notable.
Howevcr, the big event will be the cultural show or sing-sing as it is called in Pidgir\. 50 let’s move
to ]anguage‘

Tok Fisin of Pidgir\, is the national !anguage of FaPua New Cyuinea. Many nationals sPeak Eng~
lish but many do not and some onlg speak their clan language ~tok Ples. Kemcmbcr, FNG has
over 850 different [anguagcs‘ ]t is a rand of diversitg! Fidgin is simple to understand when you see
in Print, but ] still cannot understand it when sPoken bg the People. ] am “!anguage cha”engcd”
even after ’crave]ing there some 24 times. ]t’s afun language and the Pcople alwags a Prcciate a
goocl stab at communicating in their ]anguage‘ Herc are a few simple Phrases that wiﬁshow them
your resPect.

Just 50 you know when someone refers to you as a dim~dim, itjust means white person. ] have

been called a long~lor\g clim~dim, crazy white person.

Hello: Gude

Goocl Morning: Moning

Goocl afternoon: APir\un

How are you? Yu staP gut?

]’m well. Mc staP gut

T hank you Tenkyu

T hank you very much Tenkyu tru
Gooc”oge Lu‘(im yu

What is your name? Wana nem bilonggu?
My name is—— Nem bilong mi

And the most imPortant one —
Mag ] take a Photo omcgou? ]naP me kisim Poto bilongyu?

Most nationals are very tolerant of our customs and give us a lot of leeway. However, itis imPor~
tant that women dress cor\scrvativelg. Thc thighs must be covered. Slecvc[ess shirts are accePt~

able. Not many rules for men. That Figurcsl
HEALTH [99SUES:

This is ex’creme]g imPor’cant. Do contact your doctorfora Prescri tion for marlaria meds. ]
Bbrirxg your own kit of Pcrsonal

Persona”g do not recommend | _arium but listen to gourfhysician.

medical items such as: Ci ro for stomach ]:)ugs, ibuPro ren, Plenty of bandaicls, neosPorir\, and
if a”ergic to stings, a kit for that. ]t is recommended to have evacuation insurance on any remote

destination. Check with your carrier.




